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SELECTED POLICY BRIEFS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
 

“New Evidence on the Effect of Changes in Admissions Policies After the Pandemic” (with 
Michael Bloem, Ashley Edwards, Parker Goyer, Jessica Howell, Samuel Imlay & 
Jennifer Ma. June 2025. (Inside Higher Ed Coverage) 

“College Enrollment and Retention in the Era of Covid” (with Jessica Howell, Jennifer Ma, 
Matea Pender, Greg Perfetto, Jeff Wyatt & Linda Young) Research Brief . College Board 
– Research.  June 2021. 

“Measuring the Impact of High School Counselors on College Enrollment” (with Jessica 
Howell) Research Brief . College Board – Advocacy & Policy Center.  February 2013. 

“A Review of the Causes and Consequences of Students’ Postsecondary Choices” (with 
Matea Pender, Jonathan Smith & Jessica Howell). Literature Brief . College Board – 
Advocacy & Policy Center.  October 2012. 

“College Choice: Informing Students’ Trade-offs Between Institutional Price and College 
Completion” (with Matea Pender, Jonathan Smith & Jessica Howell). Policy Brief . 
College Board – Advocacy & Policy Center.  October 2012. 

“The Role of High Schools in Students’ Postsecondary Choices” (with Matea Pender, 
Jonathan Smith & Jessica Howell). Research Brief. College Board – Advocacy & Policy 
Center.  October 2012. 

“Getting into College: Postsecondary Academic Undermatch” (with Matea Pender, Jessica 
Howell & Jonathan Smith). The College Keys Compact.  College Board – Advocacy & 
Policy Center.  May 2012. 

“Education and Certification Qualifications of Departmentalized Public High School-Level 
Teachers of Core Subjects: Evidence from the 2003-04 Schools and Staffing Survey” 
(with Beth Morton, Greg Strizek, Pia Peltola & Greg Orlofsky). Statistical Analysis 
Report. National Center for Education Statistics, Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. 
Department of Education. August 2008. 

“Crime, Violence, Discipline, and Safety in U.S. Public Schools: Findings from the School 
Survey on Crime and Safety: 2003-04” (with Paul Guerino, Margaret Noonan & Sarah 
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Kaffenberger). First Look. National Center for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of 
Education. December 2006. 

“School Survey on Crime and Safety: 2003-04” (with Paul Guerino, Sarah Kaffenberger, 
David Hoaglin & Kristine Burnaska). Data File User’s Manual. National Center for 
Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education. December 2006. 

 
WORKING PAPERS/WORKS IN PROGRESS 

 
“Strategic Disclosure of Test Scores: Evidence from US College Admissions” (with Brian 
McManus & Jessica Howell). Available as an Annenberg working paper. Revised and 
Resubmitted to The Review of Economics and Statistics 

 
“College Enrollment Patterns After SFFA v. Harvard” (with Michael Bloem, Ashley 
Edwards, Parker Goyer, Jessica Howell, Xiaowen Hu, Samuel Imlay, Jennifer Ma & Matea 
Pender). Available as an Annenberg working paper. R&R at Journal of Policy Analysis and 
Management. 
 
“College Admissions Under Test-Optional Policies” (with Ashley Edwards & Jessica 
Howell)- (work in progress) 
 
“The Diverging College Trajectories of Mathematically Exceptional Men and Women: 
Evidence from the American Mathematics Competition” (with Christopher Avery, Glenn 
Ellison, Bryna Kra, Zachary Mabel & Matea Pender). – tentative title (work in progress) 
 
“Do Colleges Respond to Market-Based Incentives? Evidence from the Removal of Class 
Size in U.S. News Rankings” (with Jonathan Smith & Yanan Shang).-presentation scheduled 
at 2026 Association of Public Policy and Management (APPAM) conference 

  
 
MEDIA  

SELECTED RESEARCH COVERAGE 
The New York Times– “How Big is the Legacy Boost at Elite Colleges?” 07/27/2023 
Inside Higher Ed– “Who Showed Up and Who Didn’t?” 06/07/2021. 
The New York Times– “Liberal Hypocrisy in College Admissions?” 10/27/2018 
The New York Times– “America’s Educations ‘Deserts’ Show Limits of Relaxing Regulations     

on Colleges.” 08/14/2018 
The Atlantic– “A New Call to End Legacy Admissions.” 02/14/2018 
Washington Post– “How Much Does a College Matter in Getting a Student to  

Commencement?” 12/29/2017 
The Atlantic- “A Simple Way to Bring Down College-Application Costs.” 09/11/2017 
The Hechinger Report- “The Newest Advantage of Being Rich in America? Higher Grades.”  

08/16/2017 
USA Today- “A’s on the Rise in U.S. Report Cards, but SATs Flounder.” 08/16/2017 
Inside Higher Ed– “High School Grades: Higher and Higher.” 07/17/2017 
Military Times– “College Credit Exams Can Boost Chances of Graduating.” 04/24/2017 
Washington Post– “Why Do Colleges Still Give Preference to Children of Alumni?”  

04/07/2017 
Quartz– “The Humble AP Test is Altering the Course of Millions of Americans’ Lives.”  

12/10/2016 
The Chronicle of Higher Education– “Where the College Scorecard Has Gained Traction  

So Far – and Where It Hasn’t.” 09/28/2016 
The Chronicle of Higher Education– “Early Evidence: The College Scorecard Made a    

Difference, but Only for Some Groups of Students.” 05/13/2016 
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https://edworkingpapers.com/ai26-1392


Pacific Standard– "One Simple Trick that Boosts Kids’ College Graduation Rates.”  
02/15/2016 

Ed Week – "Getting College Credit for AP Linked to On-Time Degree Completion.” 
05/11/2015. 

The New York Times – “College for the Masses.” 04/24/2015. 
Ed Week – “Statewide SAT Testing in Maine Linked to Boost in College Enrollment.” 

02/04/2015. 
Ed Week – “Former ‘Redshirted’ Students May Get Advanced Placement Edge, Study 

Finds.” 09/12/2014. 
The New York Times – “End College Legacy Preferences.” 04/25/2014. 
The Seattle Times – “From Slipping Through the Cracks to the College Track.”  04/12/2014. 
Inside Higher Ed – “Does Mandatory Testing Improve College-Going Rates.” 03/31/2014. 
The Executive Office of the President of the United States– “Increasing College Opportunity 

for Low-Income Students.” 01/2014. 
The New York Times– “Study Finds Family Connections Give Big Advantage in College 

Admissions.” 01/08/2011. 
The Huffington Post – “Legacy Students Up to 45% More Likely to be Admitted to Elite 

Colleges.” 01/06/2011. 
The Chronicle of Higher Education –“At Elite Colleges, Legacy Status May Count More than 

was Previously Thought.” 01/05/2011. 
 
 
SELECTED CONFERENCES AND PRESENTATIONS 

Association for the Study of Higher Education, November 2014, November 2023 
College Board Annual Forum, October 2014, November 2015  
Southern Regional Educational Board, November 2013 
Association for Education Finance and Policy: March 2012, March 2013, March 2014,  

February 2015, March 2016, March 2017, March 2019, March 2022, March 2024, March 
2025 

Society for Research on Educational Effectiveness: March 2012, March 2013, March 2014, 
September 2021, September 2023 
Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management: November 2012, November 2013,  

November 2014, November 2015, November 2017, November 2019, November 2022, 
November 2024 

Virginia 529 Group, September 2011 
 
STATISTICAL SOFTWARE PACKAGES 

SAS (Expert) 
STATA (Expert) 
SQL (Advanced) 
R (In Progress) 
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